Hunter LaCroix, DPS
University of Maryland Global Campus

Raising the Cyberguard: A quantitative and qualitative analysis of the use of the National Guard
in local municipal and state cyber defense.

A summary of extensive research on how the National Guard was viewed as a cyber defense
organization, from an emergency management community, law enforcement, and municipal
and state government perspective. Additionally, this presentation will examine how those
organizations view cyber incidents as disasters from a sociological perspective. Some specific
overall observations discussed are; an overall lack of awareness or understanding of the
National Guard's capabilities as a cyber defense organization and its role in local and state
incident response, uncertainty as of what the National Guard is legally allowed to participate in
cyber defense activities at a local and state level of operations, and why cyber incidents have
been viewed differently than physical disasters, with the National Guard's perceived role also
viewed differently in physical and cyber disaster response.
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